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Terre Наше, Indiana has produced a disproportionate 
share of America’s leading cultural figures: poet Max 
Ehrmann, labor leader Eugene V. Debs, novelist Paul 
Dreiser, and composer Theodore Dresser, among others. 
Terre Haute’s contributions to America’s visual culture are 
less well recognized, but no less important. 


Terre Haute’s native artists have had а significant impact 
at the national and even international level, especially in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Not surpris- 
ingly, this was a period of growth and prosperity. The 
“Pittsburgh of the West” was an important center for 
manufacturing and railroads, powered by abundant nearby 
supplies of high-sulfur coal. The wealth thus created 
supported a high level of culture that nurtured native 
talents, even if they were 
to complete their training 
and distinguish them- 
selves in larger centers. 


Painter and polymath 
James Farrington 
Gookins (1840-1904) 
was the first painter of 
significance to come 
from Terte Haute. His 
earliest painting, a 
Wabash River scene 
probably done when he 
was about twenty, shows 
a precocious fluency and 
an awareness of Hudson 
River School painting. 


JANET SCUDDER, Young Diana, с.1918, bronze, 26'/ in. high, 
presented to the museum by Mrs. Walker Schell, 1942.37. 


(cover) JAMES FARRINGTON GOOKINS, Fairy Marauders 
(detail), 1887, oil on canvas, 20 x 16 іп., anonymous donor, 1942.57. 


AMALIA KUSSNER COUDERT, Matilda 
Thora Scott Strong, с. 1894, watercolor on 
ivory, 3'/ x 2%/s in. oval, gift of Lewis 
Hoyer Rabbage, in honor of Frances E. 
Hughes, 1995.14. 


He went on to become an 
accomplished painter of 
landscapes, both European 
and Western (he beat 
Thomas Moran to the Mount 
of the Holy Cross); estab- 
lished a lucrative specialty in 
“fairy pictures,” and helped found the forerunner of the 
Art Institute of Chicago. 


Janet Scudder ( 1869-1940), through sheer talent and 
force of will, overcame daunting challenges to become а 
successful sculptor and designer of garden fountains. She 
took her first drawing lessons at the Rose Polytechnic 
Institute (now Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology). The 
poor, plain girl from Terre Haute became an international 
celebrity who frequented the salon of Gertrude Stein and 
shuttled between Paris and New York. 


The most dramatic success story is probably that of 
Amalia Kiissner Coudert (1863-1932), who lived with her 
family above her father’s music store in the handsome 
Greek Revival building that still stands across from the Vigo 
County courthouse. Introduced into New York society by 
actress and Terre Haute native Alice Fischer, she painted 
miniature portraits of the leading figures of her age, on 
both sides of the Atlantic, before marrying well and settling 
into a comfortable retirement abroad. 


Much work remains 
to reconstruct the 
career of Terre Haute 
native Caroline Peddle 
Ball (1869-1938), but 
we do know that she 
worked as a designer for 
Tiffany and Company 
and that she was a key 
figure in the studio of 
Augustus Saint- 
Gaudens. 


CAROLINE PEDDLE BALL, A Trophy. 
с. 1914, bronze, 6 in. high, gift of 
Mary Ball, 1942.40. 


"Twentieth-century Terre Haute did not produce 
nearly as many important visual artists. A significant 
exception was Gilbert Wilson (1907-1991), whose 
visionary murals adorn several public buildings in town. 
Trained at the Art Institute of Chicago and imbued with 
the spirit of his hero, Diego Rivera, he returned to Terre 
Haute to paint, because of his passionate belief that 
“great art... must have its origins іп a locality.” His 
public works confounded or enraged many people, and 
only the kindness of several local patrons kept a roof 
over his head. Little of his work sold, and now, through 
the foresight of his sister and nephews, much of it is 
housed at the Swope. Since his death, the larger world 
has started to discover and appreciate his powerful and 
disturbing vision. 


Leroy Lamis (b. 1925), unlike other artists discussed 
here, did not originate in Terre Haute. He is included as 
a “local” artist because he spent his most important and 
productive years here, on the faculty of Indiana State 
University. A pioneer 
in the use of plexiglas 
as a fine art medium, 
he is represented in 
many prestigious 
private and public 
collections around the 
country. 


The donation of 
the Gilbert Wilson 
estate is but the latest 
in a long series of gifts 
and bequests that have made the Swope the primary 
repository of works by Terre Haute artists. Preserving 
and presenting these artists’ works and making their 
contributions better known is central to the museum’s 
mission. This brochure is a preliminary manifestation of 
a broader effort to research, exhibit, and publish our local 
artistic heritage, which is far richer than most people 
imagine. We are very grateful to the Indiana Humanities 
Council, the Indiana Historical Society, and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities for funding this first 
important step. 


LEROY LAMIS, Construction # 208 
(Cube #208), 1972, plexiglas, 12/4 x 12'/ex 
12 in., в of the Swope Alliance, 1977.22 
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Terre Наше Artists in the Swope Collection 


Caroline Peddle Ball (1869-1938) 
Blanche Bruce (1880-1945) 

John Rogers Cox (1915-1990) 

Amalia Киззпег Coudert (1863-1932) 
John Ebel (с. 1835-с. 1913) 

James Farrington Gookins (1840-1904) 
Leroy Lamis (Б. 1925) 


George Wentworth Parker (1890-1962) 
Janet Scudder (1869-1940) 

Denzil Omer “Salty” Seamon (1911-1997) 
Walter Sies (1847-1925) 

William Т. Turman (1867-1960) 

Gilbert Wilson (1907-1991) 


GILBERT WILSON, Ahab: He Who Has Never Felt Madness (Insanity Series #4), с.19405, 


mixed media, 29 x 21 in., gift of the artist's nephews William and Alden Morrison, 1989.16.D. 
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Museum Hours “The Sheldon Swope Art 


Museum exists to collect, 
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2 Tuesday-Friday, preserve, exhibit, and inter- 
! 10:00 а.т.-5:00 р.т. pret the best of American 
| art, with special emphasis 
) Saturday-Sunday, on painting and sculpture of 
| 12:00-5:00 p.m. the first half of the twenti- 
| open Thursdays eth century and on Wabash 
f until 8:00 p.m. Valley artisis past and 
! ent.” 

Closed Mondays presen 

1 and Holidays Mission statement adopted 
$ Aen by the Joint Boards, 
| g Free Admission | January 15, 1996 
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South 7th Street 


DOWNTOWN TERRE HAUTE 


The Swope is located in downtown Terre Haute on 
Seventh Street between Ohio Street and Wabash Avenue. 
Free two-hour street parking is available on Wabash and 
Ohio, or visitors may park for 25 cents per hour in the city 
garage directly behind the museum. 
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phone: (812) 238-1676 
fax: (812) 238-1677 


visit our website at: www.swope.org 
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